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By Laurie Perini, Special to The Mercury 

PHOENIXVILLE — Along with the barrage of new housing and businesses 
going up in the Phoenixville area comes a new building trend: Green 
building. 

Green building is building that keeps environmentally conscious practices in 
line. Many of the area’s new buildings are considering aspects of Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design practices. Buildings can go for LEED 
certification from the United States Green Building Council, which considers 
design, construction and operations. 

Dan Orzech, president of Earth Rising Ventures, said demand for green 
buildings has “skyrocketed” in the last year or two. The company is working 
on a plan for a green condominium in Kimberton Village that would have zero 
net heating and cooling costs through practices such as geothermal heating 
and cooling and solar panels on the roof. 

Orzech said that there were three reasons Earth Rising Ventures decided to 
build green: Global warming, energy costs and health issues related to 
materials made to use homes. 

“Here’s something very 
concrete they can do,” 
said Orzech. 

This trend for individual 
homes to go green is not 
unusual. Pam Heaton of 
Earth Mart in downtown 
Phoenixville said that 
their green home 
accessories, such as 
paint and fake fireplaces 
sell well. 

Businesses such as the 
new Spiedie Bistro in 
Phoenixville are 
becoming 
environmentally 
conscious as well. The 
restaurant followed a green building design and pledged to remain green by 
using recyclable glasses and plastics, biodegradable cups and towel 
products and non-toxic cleaners, to mention a few. 

Even the Phoenixville Area School District is trying to make their new 
proposed elementary school in Kimberton a building that will teach the 
students about “green building practices.” 

Joseph Scott McArdle, sales associate for Prudential Fox and Roach said 
that one of the major reasons people were moving into Phoenixville is 
because they can walk to everywhere they need to go. 

“You don’t have to drive somewhere to get somewhere,” he said. He 
mentions the trail systems that are going into each township as an example 
of this desire to avoid driving. Another trend to keep buildings 
environmentally conscious that is happening in Phoenixville area is the 
concept of adaptive reuse. 

“You utilize existing buildings [because] it allows you to preserve open 
space,” said Tom Carnevale of Carnevale Eustis Architects. 

A few examples of these are Molly Maguire’s pub, which used to be Seacrist, 
the apartment complex that was formerly the Vanderslice mansion and the 
Byrne Building, which was formerly a knitting mill. 

Carnevale said that while working on these buildings, his company tries to 
use eco-friendly paints, lumber from certified forests and insulation materials 
that do not give off fumes, as well as other environmentally conscious 
practices. 

Carnevale said that in years past, if his company approached a homeowner 
about green practices, the owner would say “What are you talking about?” 

“Now they come to us,” he said, adding that he looks forward to the day 
when it will no longer be pointed out as being environmentally conscious, but 
“it’s just a normal process.” 
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